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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





PRDERAL RUREAU OF INVESTIGCATLON 


(14 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.- 
November 23, 1963 , 
' / 


\ , 

i 
Honorable James J, Rowley . 
Chief, U. S. Secret Service , & 3 
Washington, D, C. 20220 : | | 
Dear Mr, Rowley: | | 


There are enclosed the results of our inquiry into 
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and backy round 
information relative to Lee Harvey Oswald, 


Additional information with respect to this inatter 
will be furnished to you when available, 


Sincerely yours, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PNDERAL NURLAU or INVESTIGATION Wee 





Jun Rejety, Plhicse Myo fo WASBDINCTOM 25. BD. Cc 


Fiza No, November 23, 1963 


ASSAESINATION OF PREBIDENT JOIN FP. KENNEDY 
DALLAS, TEXAS, NOVEMBER 22, 1903 


President Joha PF. Kennedy was shot and tilled by an 
umcnown assailant at approximaicly 17:29 p.m. » November 22, 1963, 
in Dallas, Tezas. Investiration wag Inimediately instituted in an 
effort to identily and apprehend the Person respcnoijble for this 
2SSassination, 


At Spproximately 2:00 p.m, » information was received 

that a suspicious rereon had ontered the Tesras Theater which ig 

‘ Iocated about six tenths ef A mile from the four hundred Dleck af 
Enat 10th Street in Dallas where J. D. Vinpitt, a Dallas Police => 
Department patrolman head been ehot and killed Mbsut 1:13 pxrm,.-——"_ 
Officers cf the Gallas Police Dopartment and FBI Avents converged 
on the theater nnd tcok into cupiody Lee Harvey Oswald who resjsted 
arrest and attempted to fire o . 38 caliber revolver which was taken 
from his person. 


State complaints were filed on November 22, 1963, 
charging Oswald with the murder of President Kennedy and 
Patrolman Tipnpitt. Los 
Investivzation has ectablished that Oswald was employed 
af the Texas School Pook Depository which has been identified as the 
building from which the fatal chots wese fired at the President. A 
fellow employee etnated he took Oswald to werk an tho inorning of November 22, 
1963, at which time Oswald wo carrying a packsrre cf sufficient length 
to canfain a disassemblod rifle and which Oswald gaid consisted of 
curtain reds. Oswarld was ebserved ca the fifth floor of the Building in 
Which he was employed at “ppraxtmately 11:50 a.m. » November 22, 
1963. Oswald way 2g2in chserved inside the building shortly after 
the shooting but could not be fr «ad thereafter, Ancther fellow employee 
Otated ahats were fired “richt ove hiv? ad ie this employee Was , | 
watching the car occupied by President Keil if passing in frent ef the } 
bulldine. A witness to the éhocting stated that the chcts were fired by 
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Asshaginsticn cf President John F, ACnnady 


& white man from n Wincow on the aiicth flcor of the building 49 which 
Oswald way employed, Thin Wiinens Inter aclecled Oswald fu 9 Une- 
UO AB the poercen who Peoomblod the §ndividunl he Chserved {ir2 the 
TIfle froin the WAndow., ‘She Wess could not make a positive 
identification. 2176. Barlene Reberis, 1026 Moy ih Pockley Ctreet in 
Dallas, stuted Oswald, wine the nine of O. it, Lee, had lived at 
her residence Since October 44, 2963, and ot Deut 1:€0 p.m. ‘ 
November ee 1963, came to her reeldeuce, pseked UP 2 Jacket and 
left hurriedly, 


A 6.5 calibey Kinlian ensbine rifle with a four-power Scope 
WaG found en the 9) Xth floor cf the building in whieh Oswald was employed 
Qnd from which the Ghets mt the President were Nrod, Yaveutiention by 
cur Chicano Office bas revealed that » Weapon of thin Ceserinticn ond 
Identical ceria! nuMBbOr wus Cold to cue A. Widell, Post Cilice Dox ALS, 
Dallas, Texas, on Mareh 28, 1063, for Ctl. AS. Phin Post Cifleo Pox 
al that time wos rented by Mrg, Lao H., Oswald, believed toka the ~ 
mcther af busnact. Oswald, at the time of his arrest, hod in hig 
POSS@BGicn Aa Selective Service ecard 4; ine name ef- 1px Hidell, Phe 
recovered rifle ag Well as the, sR ecliber revolyay ken fron Oswald, 
vere immediately brourht to the VBI Lahornatory foy en Wuinaiion, 


wos deterinined that a kullet found On ON? of the Gl-otcherg 
at the hospital following the admiitanee ef President Kennedy bad been 
fired from the rifle referred to above, Mxamination 00 Hontified 
two ballet frovinents found tn the Prestventia Caras hayinw born 
{fired from thig Jame weapon. Oiher esaniinitions in the FDI 


Laboratory are continuing. 


A brown Paper bay PUSSIbIy used t6 Surry the pitts Yes Found 
near the window on the sixth floor Of the Cull dine from whieh tes thots 
Were f{Ired. A latent Macernrint developed on Chess Dever by the Pyar 
Identification Division wags Identified with the lott Jnctes: finscr Houreesion 
Of Lec Harvey Onvajd. 
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Assassination Of President John F. Kennedy 


With reapsct to backrround infor mation Concerning Oswald, his 


birth date hay been vortfied Hi New Orleans, Louisiana, 15 Oclober 18, 
1939. Ne nttended high wehool at ror Worth, Texas, nnd “vecording to 
records of the Office Of Naval Tut-IMyence, “nileted jn tha United Ctates 
Marine Corps at Dallas, Texas, on Octobor 24, 1056, for n three-year 
term. He wag releaved to Inactive Guly On Sante mber 11, 1059, but bis 
milltary Obl vation continued unti] December 8, 1962. 


According to information recelyod from the ftrte Department, 
he indicated to the Anmestean Embassy jn Moscow on Ociober 31, 1959, 
that he wished to renounce hig Ameriean cliizenuhino, Te Claim -4 at the 
time that he had been n radar Op ?rator In the Marine Corps and had told 
Soviet officinig that Wf bo were [ranted Lovet e{lizenehin, be would make 
Known information Concorniny the Martine Corns, which VAS In his - 
POBBCSClon., On this MCCABION he declared, “Tora a Miursisi, " Tie 
United Prag, ON November 16, JOSD, reported that Sova; NMuthorities 
had refused to Grant Ocwuld Soviet Citizenship, but would pormit him to 
live in Ruggia 18 4 resident alien. 


Office of Naval Intellt:zence reporicd that Oswald had been 
undesirably di3charved from the Marine Corps Reserve on August 17, 
1960, 


On JoOnuary 30, 1961, Ouwnld corresponded with the then 
Secretary of tho Mavy John BR, Connally, with respect to bin undesirable 


discharge requesting that Appropriate netion bo taken to Chanze hig Status 


end indicating he intended to ratuyn to this country. This wag followed 
by a letter dated March “2, 162, Clrocted to Auviatnant Diroctor of 
Perconnel, Brtradler General Torupiins, United Stated Marine Corps, 
at which time ho made a mimiJar coniplaint. 


Informetion haa likewise been rocelved from the OCifice of 
Senator John G. Tower (Republican - Texna) that during 1951] Oowald 
had requested that Senator Tower intercede in iis behalf with Coviet 
Huthorities, go that they would fillow him to return to the United States. 


According to fnfor mation recelved frorn the State Derartment 


On May 17, 162, Oswald and Hla wife, 9 Poviet citizen, bad isan Granted 
eidt permits to lsaye Rassin, and the ornate Dopartment had Civen approval 


for their trave) iy the United Sinten &°companied by an infant eliild, 
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Assasainaijon of President John F. Kennedy 


Oswald was interviewed by special Agents of this Bureau at 
Fort Worth, Texas, on June 26, 1962, at which time he wag curt, sullen 
and arrogant. Me declined to »nswer questions as to why he inade the 
trip to Ruasia or his experiences while there. We indicated that he had 
becn employed as a sheet metal worker in Q television factory and admired 
the Russian form of Government. He claimed familtarity with the theories 
of Karl Marx, but denied belong a member of the Communist Party or having 
renounced his United States cilizenshlo, According to Oswald, the Soviets 
never attempted to obtain information from him nor did he make any deals 
with the Soviets in order to obtain per aisston to return to the United States. 
He disclaimed any affiliation with Soviet intelligence, 


Upon reinterview on Auguct 16, 1962, he acknowledsed recently 
visiting the Soviet Embagay in Washington, D. C., but indicated his visit 
was colely to register his wife's current nddregs as required by Eoviet law. 
He erain denied requesting revocation of his United States cilizenship or 
allegiance to the foviet Government. 


Accurding to information developed by this Bureau, Oswald was 
arrested on August ‘9, 1063, for disturbiny the peace in Mew Orleans, 
Loulsiana, as a resuli of custeibuting a pamphlet for an organization known 
as "Falr Play for Cuba." He pleaded guilty and elected to pay a fewof $10. 


Oswald was interviewed on August 10, 1962, at which time he 
indicated he was unemployed and had been in New Orleans for approximately 
four months. While there he read Literntuce distribuied by the Fair Play 
for Cuba Cominittee which he considered rot to be cominunist cominated 
Or controlled. He corresponded with the Committee at 199 Broadway, 

New York City, and paid a 35. 00 membership fee. Ne received a 
membership card in the New Orleans chapicr dated June 6, 1963, Bigned 
A. J. Hidell, 


The Fair Play for Cuba Committee {s a pro-Castro orvanization 
founded during the Spring of 1060, whose function is to propagandize the 
Castro royime. 


The Central Intelligence Agency advised that on October 1, 1963, 
An éxtremely sensitive source had reporicd that an individual identified 
himself as Lee Oswald, who contacted the Soviet Kmibassy in Mexico City 
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Aosacoination of Prosidom fohn I’. Kearody 


Inquiring on 40 eny moaenrte3. Booelal Avants of tis Burcau, who have 
converaod with Govid in Bolles, Tesas, have ob irved pholorraphs el the 
individual reiersed to above nnd hive ialened io a rocercing ef bis welee, 
Tho. Cpeclal Agonty ara <? tho eplolen that tha cbove-referr<d-to Inélvidual 
Was not Leo Uarvay Oswald. 


A highly conficentisl couec cf tuin Dureau advised ibat an 
fndividual Identifylay hlacché ng Caoweld en Novamboy 18, 1903, ~7o in 
contact with the Coviet Embaasy ln Washtozton, D. C., at which dime he 
rciorred to a recont mociluy vith Comrac? Koalln ot the fovist imbarsy in 
Mecieo City. ‘Vhic inclyicunl Indlentod hat he ooefcipally intencad to vicit the 
Embonsy ia Haya, Cuba, where be world hava ind ime to eorovlote bia 
bustnoco, Lav that he bad boo rable to co po. ble Sueninied ids address na 
Ox 625, Bilns, aoou, ond ciabned go be the buvteind of Marin, Nikoleavna ° 
Cowald, a Govict citizen pad f:cher of Aucrsy Marina Oswald, torn 
Cctobar 20, 1003, at Dallas, ‘vocoms. 


Oavald curing provicus interviews with FRY Acents elalmed to 
have married his wife, Mariny ilkoleavan Oswud, nto Frueckoyva, at 
Mines, Tucsla, ca dnril £0, 19. Ue tikewlno elalmed en American 
pigeport, numbor DI02533, frsned mt Hew Grleans, Loutsinna, on Jime 25, 
£0038, ior proposed tyavel of tarvo montia ty one yenr as 4 tourlat to Envi nind, 
Brance, Germany, Nolland, UCER, Plalend, fialy, end Poland. He indiented 
an fntontica to dopart vrom New Crlonad Curing the Isiter vart ef 1963, 


Acdiltonal lvormetion daveleped by this Buycan indicated one 
Lee Oswald curing feptomber, 1982, was a oubseriper to 1'be Wevker" 


an east const communist noweponer. 


